
 
 

 

 
 
                                  Berlin/Paris 

          17th January 2020 
 

Ms Ursula von der Leyen 
President of the European Commission 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200 
B- 1049 Brussels 
 
Copy to:  
Ms Ylva Johansson, European Commissioner for Home Affairs 
Mr. Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the European Commission and European 
Commissioner for Promoting the European Way of Life  
 
 
Dear President von der Leyen, 

At a conference on European asylum and immigration policy organized in Berlin on 25 

November by France terre d’asile, the Heinrich Böll Foundation and Diakonie Deutschland, 

European organizations and cities discussed the current gridlock at the European level and 

exchanged best practices on reception and integration. At the end of these numerous 

discussions, in which a representative of DG Home provided very interesting points, an “Action 

Plan on a New European Asylum Policy” was made public.  

Signed by 33 organizations and municipalities from 8 EU countries, the plan presents 5 

priorities – compliance with EU asylum law, sharing of responsibilities, EU-wide status for 

refugees, rescue at sea and temporary relocation programs as well as more accessible EU 

funding for civil society organizations and cities – along with concrete proposals as to how to 

address current migration challenges in Europe, in accordance with human rights standards. 

With these recommendations, the signatory organizations and cities call on the institutions and 

governments of the European Union to enter "a post-populist era and to return, with serenity 

and restraint, to a humane asylum and immigration policy".  

As President of the European Commission, itself the guardian of the European treaties, we 

kindly ask you to take into account our proposals when opening the negotiations with the 

Member States on the future of the Common European Asylum System as well as for the New 

Pact on Migration and Asylum, and to make sure that the existing Acquis communautaire is 

correctly implemented. 

We remain at your disposal should you wish to discuss with the signatory organizations any of 

the points mentioned. 

Respectfully, 

 

Ulrich Lilie   Dr. Ellen Ueberschär    Thierry Le Roy 

President   President    President 

Diakonie Deutschland Heinrich Böll Foundation  France terre d’asile 


